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REF: STATE 015063 

1 . CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ON ASSUMING YOUR OFFICE AS 
SECRETARY OF STATE. 

YOU HAVE HAD A LONG CAREER OF PUBLIC SERVICE. AND AS A 
RESULT HAVE RECEIVED THE ACCLAMATION OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON BOTH SIDES OF THE AISLE, AS WELL AS THE 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE PRESS. I DELAYED MY CONGRATULATIONS 
UNTIL YOU ASSUMED YOUR OFFICE. THE PRESIDENT HAS SELECTED AN OUT- 
STANDING CABINET, AND WE ALL HAVE EVERY CONFIDENCE THAT THE NEW 
ADMINISTRATION WILL SERVE THE COUNTRY WITH GREAT DISTINCTION AND 
INTEGRITY. I THOUGHT I WOULD TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO CABLE YOU 
AFTER I RECEIVED YOUR CIRCULAR TELEGRAM INVITING ALL AMBASSADORS TO 
SEND YOU THEIR VIEWS. 

2. 1 AM PLEASED THAT AMBASSADOR TODMAN HAS BEEN SELECTED AS ASSISTANT 
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SECRETARY FOR INTER- AMERICAN AFFAIRS. HE HAS THE CONFIDENCE OF THE 
LEADERS OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN COUNTRIES, INCLUDING HONDURAS. 

I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH HIM DURING A BRIEF VISIT 
TO SAN JOSE LAST WEEK. I AM CONFIDENT THAT HE WILL BE AN OUTSTANDING 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY AND IT WILL BE AN HONOR FOR ME TO WORK WITH HIM. 

3. 1 FIND HONDURAS TO BE AN INTERESTING COUNTRY AND ONE IN WHICH THERE 
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ARE MANY OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE UNITED STATES TO IMPROVE OUR ALREADY 
GOOD POSITION. AT PRESENT, WE ARE FOLLOWING THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN HONDURAS AND EL SALVADOR TO END THE DISPUTE 
THAT CAUSED A WAR IN 1969 AND HAS SUBSEQUENTLY HINDERED THE 
REINTEGRATION OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN COMMON MARKET. FURTHERMORE, 

I HAVE BEEN HELPING UNITED BRANDS MAKE THE NECESSARY CONTACTS WITH 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS A RECENT EXPROPRIATION OF COMPANY LANDS 

BY THE GOVERNMENT. I AM NOT INVOLVING MYSELF DIRECTLY IN THE NEGOTIAT- 
IONS BUT AM ATTEMPTING TO FACILITATE A RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM 
BY KEEPING COMMUNICATIONS OPEN BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
COMPANY. WE ARE ALSO MONITORING THE CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE TEXACO 
REFINERY HERE AND THE GOVERNMENT. THE REFINERY WISHES TO RAISE PRICES 

BUT THE GOVERNMENT IS ADAMANTLY OPPOSED. 

4. 1 BELIEVE I HAVE GAINED THE CONFIDENCE OF CHIEF OF STATE MF.LGAR 
AND OTHER LEADERS DURING THE SHORT THREE-MONTH PERIOD THAT I HAVE 
BEEN HERE. I HAVE ALSO ATTEMPTED TO OPEN UP AND MAINTAIN 
CONTACT WITH ALL SOCIAL GROUPS SO THAT I CAN BETTER UNDERSTAND AND 
DEAL WITH THE MANY CHANGES TAKING PLACE IN HONDURAS AT PRESENT. 

I THINK YOU ARE AWARE OF MY LONG RECORD OF PUBLIC SERVICE. IT WOULD 
BE AN HONOR FOR ME TO CONTINUE TO SERVE THE UNITED STATES IN 
HONDURAS DURING THE CHALLENGING TIMES TO COME. 

BECKER 
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